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Abstract:

T h e p re s en t p a p e r s eek s to in ve s tig a te d ia s p o ric life a b ro a d in th e s ele cted m o v ie

P u ra b A u r P a s ch im , d ire cted b y M a n jo K u m a r, w h ich w a s re le a s ed in 1 9 7 0 .

B o llyw o o d c in e m a , th e H in d i-la n g u a g e f ilm in d u s try b a s e d in M u m b a i, h a s his to rica lly

p la yed a vita l ro le in s h ap in g a n d ref le ctin g th e cu ltu ral id en titie s o f th e In d ia n

d ia s p o ra. T h ro u g h its n a rra tive s , ch a ra cters , a n d th e m a tic ex p lo ra tio n s , B o llyw o o d

n o t o n ly a d d re s s es th e e xp erien c es o f In d ia n e xp a tria te s b u t a ls o f u els a d ia lo g u e

a b o u t g lo b a liza tio n , c u ltu ra l h yb rid ity , a n d b e lo n g in g . Th is p ap er ex a m in e s th e

s ig n ifica n c e o f d ia s p o ric d is co u rs e in th e m o v ie P u rab A u r P a s ch im , o u tlin in g it

th ro u g h ch a ra cters , s e ttin g s , lifes tyles , a n d ev en ts .

T h e c o n c ep t o f d ia s p o ra re fers to th e d is p ers io n o f a p o p u la tio n fro m its h o m ela n d , a

p h e n o m en o n th a t h a s b e co m e in crea s in g ly re le va n t in a g lo b a liz ed w o rld . W ith

in crea s in g m ig ratio n , in d iv id u a ls o ften fin d th em s elve s s tra d d lin g b etw ee n c u ltu res ,

g ra p p lin g w ith th eir id en titie s in m u ltifa ce te d w a ys .

"P u ra b A u r P a s c h im " (1 9 7 0 ), a H in d i film d irec te d b y M a n o j K u m a r, is a s ig n ifica n t

cu ltu ra l a rtifa ct th a t ex p lo re s th e th e m e s o f id e n tity , b e lo n g in g , a n d th e c o m p le xit ie s

o f d ia s p o ric ex is te n ce . T h e film 's n a rra tive u n fo ld s a ro u n d th e ch a ra cte r o f B h a ra t,

w h o n a v ig a tes th e d ich o to m ies b e tw e en E a s tern ( Pu ra b ) a n d W e s te rn (P a s ch im )

cu ltu re s , m a k in g it a rich te xt fo r a n a lyzin g d ia s p o ric d is co u rs e . In a n u ts h e ll, th is

p a p er a im s to d is s e ct th e n u a n ce s o f id en tity fo rm a tio n , c u ltu ra l co n flic t, a n d th e

p o rtra ya l o f th e In d ia n d ias p o ra th ro u g h th e le n s o f th e film w h ile a ls o e xa m in ing its

im p lic a tio n s w ith in a g lo b a liz ed c o n tex t. T h u s , in P u ra b A u r P a s c h im , th e h ero B h ara t

b e co m e s a s ym b o l o f th e In d ia n d ia s p o ra 's s tru g g le to rec o n c ile tra d it io n w ith

m o d e rn ity.

Keywords: d ia s p o ra , B o llyw o o d , id en tity , ea s t-w es t co n flic t, h o m ela n d b e lo n g in g .
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Introduction:

In c o n tem p o ra ry litera tu re , d ia s p o ric d is c o u rs e ha s em erg ed a s a vital le n s

th ro u g h w h ich th e m e s o f id en tity , b elo n g in g , a n d c u ltu ra l n eg o tia tio n a re co h eren tly

ex p res s e d . In , th e in te rp la y b etw ee n E a s tern a n d W es tern

s en s ib ilitie s n o t o n ly illu s tra te s th e co m p lex it ies o f cro s s -cu ltu ra l ex p e rie n ce s b u t

a ls o h ig h lig h ts th e p ro f o u n d im p a ct o f m ig ra tio n a n d d is p la cem e n t o n p e rs o n a l a n d

co m m u n a l n a rra tive s . T h ro u g h its p o rtra ya l o f ch a ra cte rs n a v ig a tin g th eir id e n tit ie s in

a g lo b a lize d w o rld , th e m o vie en ca p s u la te s th e te n s io n s a n d co nn e ctio n s b etw ee n

tra d it io n a l v a lu es an d m o d ern a s p ira tio n s . A s th e d ia lo g u e b e tw e en th e 'P u ra b ' ( E a s t)

a n d 'P a ch h im ' (W e s t) un f o ld s , it in v ite s re a d e rs to refle ct o n the m u ltifa ce te d n a tu re

o f d ia s p o ric e xis ten c e, u lt im a tely illu m in a tin g th e s tru g g le s a n d triu m p h s th a t d ef in e

th e jo u rn ey o f in d ivid u a ls s tra d d lin g m u ltip le w o rld s .

"P u ra b A u r P a s ch im " in trica tely e xp lo res th e th em es o f id en tity , b elo n g in g , a n d

cu ltu ra l d is lo ca tio n th ro u g h th e le n s o f d ia s p o ric d is co u rs e. S et a g a in s t th e b a c k d ro p

o f a p o s t-co lo n ia l n a rra tive , the film en g a g e s w ith th e ten s io ns b etw ee n tra d it io n a n d

m o d e rn ity a s ch a ra cters n av ig a te th e c o m p le xitie s o f life in tw o c o n tras tin g w o rld s —

In d ia a n d th e W es t. T h is co n ve rg en c e o f cu lture s s erve s a s a fertile g ro u n d fo r

ex a m in in g th e e xp erien c es o f th e In d ia n d ia s p o ra a n d th e c h a lle n g es a n d

n eg o tia tio n s o f m a in ta in in g cu ltu ra l ro o ts w h ile a d a p tin g to n ew s o cia l la n d s c a p e s .

T h ro u g h its rich s to rytellin g a n d m u ltifa ce ted c h a rac ters , "P u ra b A u r P a s c h im " n o t

o n ly refle cts th e s tru g g les fa c ed b y th o s e ca u g h t b etw ee n g e o g ra p hic a l a n d

em o tio n a l b o rd e rs b u t a ls o in vites a u d ie n ce s to e n g a g e w ith th e b ro a d er im p lica tio n s

o f d ia s p o ra, m a k ing it a p ro v o ca tive e n try p o in t in to d is cu s s io n s o n id e n tity a n d

b e lo n g in g in a n in crea s in g ly g lo b a liz ed w o rld . B o llyw o o d cin em a , o ften c o n s id ered a

vib ra n t re flec tio n o f In d ia n c u ltu re, h a s p la ye d a p ivo ta l ro le in s h a p in g a n d

ex p res s in g the e xp erien c es o f th e In d ia n d ia s p o ra . A s m illio n s o f In d ia ns m ig ra ted

a cro s s th e g lo b e , th e re p res e n ta tio n s a n d n a rra tive s s u rro u n d in g th e d ia s p o ra in

B o llyw o o d f ilm s h a v e ev o lve d s ig n ifica n tly , o ffe rin g in s ig h ts in to the ir liv es ,

ch a llen g es , a n d id e n tit ies w h ile a ls o inf lu e n cin g th e cu ltu ral d yn a m ic s b e tw e en In d ia

a n d its d ia s p o ra co m m u n ities .
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Diasporic Narratives in Bollywood Cinema

T h e In d ia n d ia s p o ra h a s a lo n g h is to ry , w ith s ig n ifica n t m ig ra tio n s o c cu rrin g

d u rin g th e B rit is h c o lo n ia l p erio d , w h ich es ta b lis h ed In d ia n c o m m u n itie s in v a rio u s

p a rts o f th e w o rld , p a rticu la rly in th e C a rib b e a n , A frica , a n d S o u th ea s t A s ia . T h e

m o d e rn w a v e o f m ig ra tio n , p a rticu la rly a fter e co n o m ic lib era liza tio n in th e 1 9 9 0 s , h a s

s ee n a s u b s ta n tia l In d ia n p re s en c e in W es tern c o u n trie s , s u c h a s th e U n ited S ta tes ,

C a n a d a , a n d th e U n ite d K in g d o m . B o llyw o o d , h is to ric a lly a p ro d u c t o f M u m b a i's f ilm

in d u s try , in crea s in g ly b e g a n to refle ct th es e d ia s p o ric n a rra tiv es in its s to ryte llin g ,

lea d in g to a cro s s -p o llin a tio n o f cu ltu ra l the m es a n d cin e m a tic in flu en ce s .

Identity and Belonging

O n e o f th e ce n tra l th e m e s in film s d ep ic tin g th e In d ia n d ia s p o ra is th e

ex p lo ra tio n o f id e n tity a n d b e lo n g in g . M a n y film s p o rtra y the s tru g g les fa c ed b y

firs t-g en e ra tio n im m ig ra n ts try in g to b a la nc e th eir In d ia n h erita g e w ith th e p re s s u re s

o f a s s im ila tio n in to th e ir n ew en v iro n m e n ts . M o v ie s s u ch a s "T h e N a m e s a k e" ( 2 0 0 6 ),

a n a d a p ta tio n o f J h u m p a La h iri's no ve l, h ig h lig h t th e c o m p lex itie s fa ce d b y

im m ig ra n ts an d th eir ch ild ren in n a v ig a ting d u al id en tities . T h e p ro ta g o n is t , G o g o l

G a n g u li, e m b o d ies th e te n s io n b e tw e en h is p a re nts ' In d ia n cu ltu ra l va lu e s a n d h is

d e s ire to fit in to A m e ric a n s o ciety.

Family and Relationships

F a m ily d yn a m ics w ith in th e d ia s p o ra co n te xt a re fre q u en tly ex a m in e d in

B o llyw o o d film s . T h e p o rtra ya l o f fa m ily tie s , c o n flicts , a n d th e im m ig ra n t e xp e rie n ce

o fte n s erv es a s a n a rra tiv e ve h ic le to e xp lo re b ro a d e r s o c ia l is s u e s . In "D ilw a le

D u lh a n ia Le J a ye n g e" (1 9 9 5 ) , th e inte rg en e ra tio n a l c o n flict b etw ee n In d ia n p a ren ts

a n d th eir ch ild ren w h o h a v e g ro w n u p a b ro a d is d ra m a tize d , s h o w ca s in g th e cla s h

b e tw e en tra d itio n a l va lu e s a nd co n te m p o ra ry cu ltura l in flu e n ce s . S u ch n a rra tive s n o t

o n ly res o n a te w ith d ia s p o ra a u d ie n ce s b u t a ls o e n co ura g e d ia lo g u e o n fa m ilia l

co n ce p ts w ith in In d ia n c u ltu re.

Nostalgia and Cultural Displacement

N o s ta lg ia p la ys a c ru c ial ro le in th e rep re s en ta tio n o f th e In d ia n d ia s p o ra in

B o llyw o o d film s . M a n y s to ries e m p h a s iz e th e lo n g in g fo r In d ia a n d its cu ltu ra l ro o ts

w h ile co nte n d in g w ith f ee lin g s o f d is lo ca tio n . F ilm s lik e "B e nd It Lik e B ec k h am "

(2 0 0 2 ) a n d "B rid e a n d P re ju d ic e" (2 0 0 4 ) b le n d tra d it io n a l In d ia n n a rra tive s w ith

W es te rn co n te xts , em b o d yin g th e lo n g in g f o r a lo s t h o m e la n d w h ile a d d re s s in g th e
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re a lit ies o f life in m ulticu ltu ra l s o c ie tie s . T h e vis u a ls , m u s ic , a n d m o tif s o ften in vo k e a

ro m a nticiz ed v iew o f In d ia to co u n terb a la n ce th e d ia s p o ric c h allen g es .

Notable Films and Contributions

S ev era l film s ha v e s ig n ifica n tly co n trib u ted to th e d is c o u rs e o n th e In d ia n

d ia s p o ra in B o llyw o o d c in em a . S o m e o f th em a re lis ted b e lo w .

1 . "Dilwale Dulhania Le Jayenge" (1995) - O fte n re g a rd e d a s a la n d m a rk film , it

ex p lo re s th em es o f lo ve , fa m ily h o n o r, a nd th e ch a llen g es fa ce d b y N R Is

(N o n -R es id e n t In d ia n s ) ca u g h t b etw ee n th e ir cu ltu ra l va lu e s an d w es tern

life s tyle s .

2 . "The Namesake" (2006) - T h is film d e lve s d e ep er in to th e im m ig ra n t

ex p e rie n ce , s h o w c a s in g th e im p a c t o f c u ltu ra l id en tity o n p ers o n a l

re la tio n s hip s a n d th e n a v ig a tio n o f tw o w o rld s .

3 . "Bend It Like Beckham" (2002) - T h o u g h a B rit is h film , it fea tu re s p ro m in en t

In d ia n c h a rac ters a n d to u ch e s u p o n th e cu ltu ra l d ile m m a s fa c ed b y d ia s p o ric

yo u th , refle ctin g g lo b a l tren d s in s to ryte llin g .

4 . "Pardes" (1997) - T h is film a d d res s e s is s u e s o f a s s im ila tio n a n d th e s tru g g le

to re ta in cu ltu ra l id e n tity in a w e s te rn co n tex t— a co m m o n the m e fa ce d b y th e

In d ia n d ia s p o ra .

5 . "American Desi" (2001) - A g ro u n d b rea k in g film in th e p o rtra ya l o f

In d ia n -A m e ric a n ex p e rie nc es , it fo cu s e s o n a g ro up o f In d ia n co lle g e s tu d en ts

a n d th eir a ttem p ts to f o rg e th e ir cu ltu ra l id en titie s .

6 . A a A b o u t La u t C h a len (1 9 99) - D ire cted b y R is h i Ka p o o r, th e m o vie is a s to ry o f

R o h a n K h a n n a w h o m ig ra tes to U . S . A . fo r b e tter f u tu re a n d ev en tu a lly fa ils to

a ch iev e h is d re a m . T h e m o vie d is p la ys n o s ta lg ia , cu ltu ra l as s im ila tio n , id e n tity

co n flic t a n d lo n elin es s .

T h e rep res e nta tio n o f th e In d ia n d ia s p o ra in B o llyw o o d c in e m a h a s p la yed a

s ig n ifica n t ro le in s h a p in g p erce p tio n s o f In d ia n cu ltu re b o th in In d ia a n d a b ro a d .

T h es e film s s erv e a s cu ltu ral b rid g es , a llo w in g a ud ien c es to e n g a g e w ith is s u es o f

id en tity , b elo n g in g , a n d d ia s p o ra ex p e rie n ce s . T h e y a ls o co n trib u te to a b ro a d er

u n d e rs ta n d in g o f m u ltic ultu ra lis m , c h allen g in g s tereo typ e s a nd p ro m o tin g a m o re

n u a n ce d n a rra tiv e o f In d ia n id en titie s .

F u rth e rm o re, B o llyw o o d 's d ep ictio n o f th e d ia s p o ra h a s in f lu e n ce d th e w a y In d ia n

cu ltu re is p erce iv ed g lo b a lly . T h e d ia s p o ric n a rrative s o fte n e m p h a s iz e u n iv ers a l



OOrraayy’’ss PPuubblliiccaattiioonnss
IImmppaacctt FFaaccttoorr:: 44..884455 ((SSJJIIFF))RReesseeaarrcchh JJoouurrnnaall OOff EEnngglliisshh ((RRJJOOEE)) VVooll--44,,

IIssssuuee--11,,22001199
wwwwww..rrjjooee..oorrgg..iinn AAnn IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall PPeeeerr--RReevviieewweedd EEnngglliisshh JJoouurrnnaall IISSSSNN:: 22445566--22669966

IInnddeexxeeddiinn::IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaallCCiittaattiioonnIInnddeexxiinngg((IICCII)),,CCiitteeffaaccttoorr,,IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaallSScciieennttiiffiiccIInnddeexxiinngg((IISSII)),,DDiirreeccttoorryyooffRReesseeaarrcchhJJoouurrnnaallIInnddeexxiinngg((DDRRJJII))GGooooggllee

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

RReesseeaarrcchh JJoouurrnnaall OOff EEnngglliisshh ((RRJJOOEE)) CCooppyyrriigghhtt OOrraayy’’ss PPuubblliiccaattiioonn PPaaggee 226622

th e m es o f lo ve , c o n flict , a n d a s p ira tio n , m a k in g th em re la ta b le to d iv ers e a u d ie n ce s

w h ile s im u lta n eo u s ly c ele b ra tin g In d ia n tra d it io n s .

Script overview of Purab Aur Paschim

T h e f ilm o p en s w ith B h a ra t, a p atrio tic In d ia n m a n w h o is retu rn in g to In d ia

fro m E n g la n d a fter h a v in g s tu d ie d th e re . U p o n h is re tu rn , B h a ra t is a p p a lle d b y w h a t

h e p e rce iv es a s th e ero s io n o f In d ia n cu lture a n d va lu es , p a rticu la rly in th e b eh a v io r o f

th e yo u n g er g en e ra tio n . H e e n co u nte rs a n u m b er o f ch a ra cte rs w h o rep re s en t

d iffe re n t a s p ec ts o f s o cie ty— b o th co n s erva tive a n d m o d e rn .

B h a ra t 's p rim a ry c o n f lic t a ris e s w h e n he m e ets a B ritis h w o m a n , S u s a n ( p la yed

b y U rs u la A n d res s ) , w h o em b o d ies th e W e s te rn lifes tyle th a t B h a ra t critic iz es . D es p ite

th e ir cu ltu ra l d iff eren c es , B ha ra t a n d Su s a n d e ve lo p a ro m a n tic in teres t in e a ch o th e r.

T h is rela tio n s h ip s erve s a s a m icro c o s m o f th e la rg e r c ultu ra l cla s h d e p icted

th ro u g h o u t th e film . B h a ra t is to rn b e tw e en h is lo ve fo r S u s a n a n d h is d u ty to u p h o ld

In d ia n va lu e s .

A s th e p lo t d e ve lo p s , B h a ra t trie s to ed u ca te Su s a n a b o u t In d ia n c u ltu re a n d

tra d it io n s . H is e ffo rts a re tw o fo ld : h e a im s to w in S u s a n 's h ea rt w h ile a ls o fu lfillin g h is

m is s io n o f p re s ervin g In d ia n id e n tity. T h e film s h o w c a s es v a rio u s in cid e n ts th a t

d e m o n s tra te th e tra n s it io n b e tw ee n E a s tern a n d W es te rn id e o lo g ies , u ltim a tely

cu lm in a tin g in B h a ra t 's rea liza tio n tha t lo v e tra n s c en d s c u ltu ra l b o u n d a ries .

T h e c lim a x o c cu rs w h e n B h a ra t m u s t co n fro n t s o c ieta l ex p e cta tio n s w h ile

m a k in g a c h o ice b e tw e en h is p e rs o n a l h a p p in es s w ith S u s a n a n d h is a lle g ia n ce to

cu ltu ra l tra d itio n s . T h e film c o n c lu d es w ith a rea ffirm a tio n o f In d ia n va lu e s a s B h a ra ti

o p ts to em b ra c e h is id en tity a n d in flu en c e o th ers a ro u n d h im .

Diasporic Discourse in Puran Aur Paschim

"P u ra b A u r P a s c h im " ( 1 9 7 0 ), a s em in a l m o v ie in In d ia n c in em a , in tric a tely

ex p lo re s th e th em es o f id en tity , b elo n g in g , a n d c u ltu ra l d is lo ca tio n th ro u g h th e le n s o f

d ia s p o ric d is c o u rs e. S e t a g a in s t th e b a c k d ro p o f a p o s t-c o lo n ia l n a rra tiv e, th e f ilm

en g a g e s w ith th e te n s io n s b e tw e en trad itio n a n d m o d e rn ity a s ch a ra cters n a vig a te

th e co m p le xit ies o f life in tw o co ntra s tin g w o rld s — In d ia a n d th e W es t. T h is

co n ve rg en c e o f cu ltu re s s e rve s a s a fe rtile g ro u n d fo r e xa m inin g th e ex p erien c es o f

th e In d ia n d ia s p o ra a n d the c h a lle n g e s a n d n eg o tiatio n s o f m a in ta in in g cu ltu ra l ro o ts

w h ile a d a p tin g to n ew s o c ia l la n d s ca p es . T h ro u g h its ric h s to rytelling a n d

m u ltifa ce te d ch a ra cters , "P u ra b A u r P a s ch im " n o t o n ly ref le cts th e s tru g g les fa ce d b y



OOrraayy’’ss PPuubblliiccaattiioonnss
IImmppaacctt FFaaccttoorr:: 44..884455 ((SSJJIIFF))RReesseeaarrcchh JJoouurrnnaall OOff EEnngglliisshh ((RRJJOOEE)) VVooll--44,,

IIssssuuee--11,,22001199
wwwwww..rrjjooee..oorrgg..iinn AAnn IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall PPeeeerr--RReevviieewweedd EEnngglliisshh JJoouurrnnaall IISSSSNN:: 22445566--22669966

IInnddeexxeeddiinn::IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaallCCiittaattiioonnIInnddeexxiinngg((IICCII)),,CCiitteeffaaccttoorr,,IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaallSScciieennttiiffiiccIInnddeexxiinngg((IISSII)),,DDiirreeccttoorryyooffRReesseeaarrcchhJJoouurrnnaallIInnddeexxiinngg((DDRRJJII))GGooooggllee

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

RReesseeaarrcchh JJoouurrnnaall OOff EEnngglliisshh ((RRJJOOEE)) CCooppyyrriigghhtt OOrraayy’’ss PPuubblliiccaattiioonn PPaaggee 226633

th o s e ca u g ht b etw ee n g eo g ra p h ica l a n d em o tio n a l b o rd e rs b u t a ls o in v ite s

a u d ien c es to en g a g e w ith th e b ro a d e r im p lica tio n s o f d ia s p o ra , m a k in g it a

p ro v o c a tiv e en try p o in t in to d is c u s s io n s o n id en tity a n d b elo n g in g in a n in c re a s in g ly

g lo b a liz ed w o rld .

Cultural Dichotomy: Purab vs. Paschim

O n e o f th e p rim a ry th e m e s o f "P u ra b A u r P a s ch im " is th e cu ltu ra l d is lo ca tio n

ex p e rie n ce d b y th e p ro ta g o n is t. B h ara t em b o d ie s th e a s p ira tio na l im m ig ra n t—

ed u ca ted , k n o w le d g ea b le , a n d id ea lly s itu a te d to b rid g e th e g a p b e tw ee n E a s t a n d

W es t. H o w e ve r, h e als o f a ce s a n id e n tity cris is , g ra p p lin g w ith the ex p e cta tio n s tied to

h is In d ia n h erita g e a g a in s t th e a llu re o f w e s te rn m o d ern ity. T h e film 's p o rtra ya l o f

B h a ra t 's s tru g g le is em b lem a tic o f m a n y m ig ra n ts w h o fin d th em s elve s b e tw e en tw o

w o rld s , o f te n f ee lin g a lien a ted f ro m b o th .

T h e f ilm h ig h lig h ts im p o rta n t d ia s p o ric is s u es s u c h a s m a in ta in in g cu ltu ra l t ies , th e

n o s ta lg ia fo r o n e's h o m e la n d , a n d th e a n x iety o f a s s im ila tio n . B h a ra t 's in te rac tio n s

w ith w es te rn c h a ra cters rev ea l a te n d en c y to view w e s te rn cu lture w ith b o th

a d m ira tio n a n d c rit iq u e; h e s e es it a s a s ym b o l o f p ro g res s w h ile a ls o re co g n izin g its

p o te n tia l m o ra l s ho rtc o m in g s . T h is reflec ts th e d u a l p erc ep tio n o f m a n y d ia s p o ra

in d ivid u a ls w h o n a vig a te th eir n ew re a lit ies fille d w ith b o th o p p o rtu n ity an d lo s s .

T h e f ilm p o ig n a n tly d e p icts th e s tru g g le fo r id en tity th a t o ften a c co m p a n ie s

th e d ia s p o ric e xp erien c e. B h a rat 's jo u rn e y s ym b o liz es th e b ro a d er ex p e rie n ce o f

m a n y In d ia n s w h o h a v e m ig ra te d to W es tern n a tio n s , w h e re the y n o t o n ly g ra p p le

w ith cu ltu ra l d iffe re n ce s b u t a ls o th e p re s s u re to a s s im ila te . Th is th em e is p a rticu la rly

re lev a n t in th e co n te xt o f th e 1 9 7 0 s , a s p o s t-co lo n ia l s o cieties b e g a n to d efin e th eir

id en tit ie s a m id s t g lo b a l in flu e n ce s . T h ro u g h o u t th e n a rra tiv e, B h a ra t's a ttem p ts to

in tro d u ce tra d it io n a l Ind ia n v a lu es in to W es tern s o cie ty e vo k e a s en s e o f n o s ta lg ia f o r

h is h o m e la n d . T h is e xp lo ra tio n o f cu ltura l co n tra s ts s e rv es a s a co m m en ta ry o n th e

lo s s a n d rec lam a tio n o f id en tity w ith in a d ia s p o ric f ra m ew o rk . T h e film 's clim a x

re ve a ls th a t, d es p ite h is s tru g g le s , B h a ra t rem a in s d eep ly in g ra in ed in h is cu ltu ra l

ro o ts , c h a lle ng in g the n o tio n th a t a s s im ila tio n is a p rereq u is ite fo r a c cep ta n ce.

T h e film 's tit le its elf ind ica tes th e fu n d a m e n ta l cu ltu ra l d ic ho to m y th a t

u n d e rp ins its n a rra tive . "P u ra b " re p res e n ts tra d it io n a l In d ia n v a lu e s , e n co m p a s s in g

th e ric h ta p e s try o f c u s to m s , fa m ilia l t ies , a n d a c o lle ctive id en tity g ro u n d e d in h is to ry.

C o n ve rs ely , "P a s ch im " s ym b o lize s th e W es tern w o rld , c h a ra c te riz ed b y ind ivid u a lis m ,
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m o d e rn ity , a n d o f te n p e rc eiv ed a s m o ra lly a m b ig u o u s . B h a ra t 's jo u rn ey, b o th in In d ia

a n d a b ro a d , ep ito m iz es th e co n flic t b etw ee n th es e tw o w o rld s .

Representation of India

"P u ra b A u r P a s ch im " re in fo rce s th e c o n c ep t o f c u ltu ra l s u p e rio rity th ro u g h its

p o rtra ya l o f In d ia n v alu e s . B h a ra t 's fa th e r, w ho em b o d ies th e tra d it io n a l w is d o m o f

In d ia , s erv es a s a co n tra s tin g f ig u re to th e m a te ria lis tic e th o s o f th e W es t. H is

te a ch in g s em p h as iz e h u m ility , res p ec t, a n d th e im p o rta n c e o f fa m ily — virtu es th a t

B h a ra t m u s t rea ff irm d u ring h is en c o u n ter w ith co n te m p o ra ry W es tern lifes tyles . T h e

film 's clim a ctic m o m en ts o ften re tu rn to th e a s s ertio n o f tra d it io n a l In d ia n va lu es ,

s u g g es tin g to th e a u d ie n ce th a t o n e's cu ltu ra l h e rita g e p ro v id e s a c rit ica l fo u n d a tio n

fo r n a vig a tin g fo re ig n en v iro n m e n ts .

M o reo v er, th e film fe a tu res a s tro n g m o ra l m es s a g e: a n In d ia n m u s t a lw a ys

p rio ritiz e th e ir cu ltu ra l id en tity a n d h o m e o ve r fo re ig n in f lu e n ce s . Th is b e co m e s

p a rtic u larly p o ig n a n t in s cen e s s h o w in g B h a ra t in a d v ers ity — w h en co n f ro n te d w ith

w es tern im m o ra lity , h is ad h ere nc e to In d ia n v a lu e s b e co m e s a s o u rc e o f s tren g th .

In th e film , In d ia is p o rtra ye d a s a p la ce o f m o ra l in te g rity , cu ltu ra l rich n es s ,

a n d fa m ilia l b o n d in g . B h a ra t 's in it ia l e n g a g e m en t w ith h is ho m ela n d refle cts a

d e ep -s ea ted p rid e in In d ia n va lu es . T h e p ic ture s q u e s e ttin g s , fo lk lo re , a n d m u s ic

re flec t a lo n g in g fo r h o m e , d e ep ly em b e d d ed in th e liv es o f th e d ia s p o ra . T h e

cin em a to g ra p h y o f te n co n tra s ts th e v ib ra nc y o f In d ia n c u ltu re w ith th e s ta rk n es s o f

W es te rn m a te ria lis m .

P u ra b A u r P a s c h im is s te ep ed in n a tio n a lis t s en tim e n t, w ith B h ara t

co n s is te n tly e m p h a s izin g p rid e in In d ia n h erita g e. T h is m e ld in g o f n a tio n a lis m a n d

d ia s p o ra is s ig n ifica n t, a s it re flec ts th e lo n g in g fo r cu ltu ra l p res e rv a tio n in th e fa ce o f

g lo b a liz a tio n . T h e film s u g g e s ts th a t a s tro n g n a tio n a l id e n tity c a n co ex is t w ith

d ia s p o ric e xp erien c es , p ro vid in g in d iv id u a ls w ith a s en s e o f b e lo n g in g a n d p u rp o s e

re g a rd le s s o f the ir g eo g ra p h ica l lo ca tio n .

T h e d e p ic tio n o f In d ia a s a la nd o f e n d u rin g va lu e s a n d m o ra l s tre n g th s ta n d s

in s ta rk c o n tra s t to th e p erce ive d m o ra l w ea k n e s s o f th e W es t. T h is b in a ry fra m ing o f

E a s t a n d W es t d im in is h e s th e n u a n c es o f c u ltu ra l e xc h a ng e a n d p re s en ts a s im p lified

vie w o f d ia s p o ric life. H o w ev er, it a ls o s e rv es to e m p o w er th o s e w h o fe el d is lo ca ted

a n d m a rg in a lize d in a fo re ig n la n d , re m in d in g th em o f th eir ro o ts a n d fo s te rin g a

s en s e o f co lle ctive id en tity.
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The Encounter with the West

A s B h a ra t tra ve ls to th e W es t, h e is m et w ith a s o c ie ty th a t e m b o d ie s b o th

a llu re a n d d is illu s io n m en t. Th e f ilm p re s en ts w es te rn cu lture a s a d o u b le-ed g ed

s w o rd , o fferin g m o d ern iz a tio n a n d p ro g re s s b u t a ls o a s en s e o f m o ra l d eca y. T h e

en c o u n ters w ith w es tern ch a ra cters s erve a s a fo il to B h a ra t, ch a llen g ing h is v a lu e s

a n d lea d in g to c o m p le x in tro s p ec tio n s a b o u t id en tity a n d a s s im ila tio n .

T h e film p o ig n a n tly ex p lo re s th e ten s io n b e tw e en tra d it io n a n d m o d ern ity , a re cu rrin g

th e m e in m a n y p o s t-c o lo n ia l n a rra tiv es . T h e p ro ta g o n is t 's in te rn a l s tru g g le refle cts

th e la rg er s o cieta l d e b a te a b o u t p res e rvin g c u ltu ra l h erita g e w h ile em b ra c in g

m o d e rn ity. O n th e o the r h a n d , as S u s a n g ra p p le s w ith h e r fee lin g s f o r h e r B rit is h

co u n te rp a rt, s h e is a ls o to rn b etw ee n tw o w o rld s th a t rep re s en t co n flic tin g v a lu es .

Identity Formation

In th e film , B h a ra t 's ch a ra cter s e rv es a s a p ris m th ro u g h w hic h th e

co m p lex it ies o f d ia s p o ric id en tity a re e xa m in ed . H e is p o rtra yed a s a g u a rd ia n o f

tra d it io n a l v a lu es , yet h is ex p e rie n ce s a b ro a d fo rc e him to c o n fro n t th e s h ift in g

d yn a m ics o f h is cu ltu ra l id e n tity. T h is lea d s to th e q u es tio n o f a u th e n tic ity : w h a t d o e s

it m ea n to b e tru ly In d ia n in a fo reig n la n d ?

T h e film p o ig n a n tly d e p icts th e s tru g g le f o r id en tity th a t o ften a c co m p a n ie s th e

d ia s p o ric ex p e rie n ce . B h a ra t 's jo u rn e y s ym b o lize s th e b ro a d er ex p e rie n ce o f m a n y

In d ia n s w h o h a v e m ig ra te d to W es te rn n a tio n s , w h ere th e y n o t o n ly g ra p p le w ith

cu ltu ra l d iffere n ce s b u t a ls o th e p res s u re to a s s im ila te. T h is the m e is p a rtic u la rly

re lev a n t in th e co n te xt o f th e 1 9 7 0 s , a s p o s t-co lo n ia l s o cieties b e g a n to d efin e th eir

id en tit ie s a m id s t g lo b a l in flu en c es .

T h ro u g h o u t th e n a rra tiv e, B h a ra t's a ttem p ts to in tro d u c e tra d it io n a l In d ia n

va lu es in to W es te rn s o c iety ev o k e a s e n s e o f n o s ta lg ia fo r h is ho m ela n d . T h is

ex p lo ra tio n o f c ultu ra l c o n tra s ts s erve s a s a c o m m e n ta ry o n th e lo s s a n d rec la m a tio n

o f id en tity w ith in a d ia s p o ric fram e w o rk . T h e f ilm 's clim a x rev ea ls th a t, w ith in th e

cu ltu ra l s tru g g les , B h a rat re m a in s d e ep ly in g ra in ed in h is cu ltu ra l ro o ts , ch a llen g in g

th e n o tio n th a t a s s im ila tio n is a p rereq u is ite fo r a cc ep ta nc e.

Conflict and Resolution

T h e ten s io n b e tw e en B h a ra t's In d ia n ro o ts a n d W es tern in flu en ce s c re a te s

in te rn a l a n d e xtern a l c o n flicts . T h e f ilm illu s tra te s h o w d ia s p o ric in d iv id u a ls o fte n

fa ce p re s s u re to a s s im ila te w h ile s im u lta n e o u s ly c lin g in g to th e ir cu ltu ra l h e rita g e .
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B h a ra t 's res o lu tio n lie s in h is a b ility to em b ra c e a s p ec ts o f b o th c u ltu res , u ltim a tely

a d v o c a tin g fo r a b a la n ce d a p p ro a c h th a t h o n o rs tra d it io n w h ile rec o g n iz in g th e

re a lit ies o f g lo b a liz a tio n .

The Role of Family and Community

F a m ily p la ys a ce n tra l ro le in n a v ig a tin g d ia s p o ric e xp erien c es in "P u ra b A u r

P a s ch im ." T h e im p o rta n ce o f fa m ilia l s u p p o rt a n d c o m m u n a l ties e m e rg e s a s a v ita l

th e m e in th e film , em p h a s izin g h o w f a m ily 's e m o tio n a l n e tw o rk ca n h e lp in d iv id u a ls

b rid g e th e c u ltu ra l g a p . B ha ra t 's rela tio n s h ip w ith h is fa m ily s e rve s a s a n a n ch o r,

re in fo rcin g h is s en s e o f id e n tity d u rin g h is tu m u ltu o u s jo u rn e y.

Conclusion

"P u ra b A u r P a s ch im " s erv es a s a m icro c o s m f o r u n d ers ta n d in g d ia s p o ric

d is co u rs e. Th ro u g h th e co n f lic ts fa ce d b y B h a rat, th e film s p e a k s to b ro a d e r th e m e s

o f id e n tity , b elo n g in g , a n d th e te ns io n s in h eren t in n a vig a tin g m u ltip le cu ltu ra l

la nd s ca p es . Th e film 's e xp lo ra tio n o f th e d ic h o to m y b e tw e en E as t a n d W es t

co n tin u e s to re s o n a te, m a k in g it a p e rtin en t te xt fo r d is c us s io n s a b o u t d ia s p o ric

id en tity in a n in c re a s in g ly in te rc o n n e cted w o rld a s g lo b a liza tio n co n tin u es to b lu r th e

lin e s b etw ee n c u ltu res . T h u s , "P u ra b A u r P a s c h im " re m a in s a n es s e n tia l c in em a tic

en d ea v o r th a t p ro m p ts re flec tio n o n c u ltu ra l h e rita g e , id e n tity , a n d th e co m p lex it ies o f

th e d ia s p o ra .
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