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Abstract: This article examines the influence of Gothic novel features on Emily Brontë’s 

Wuthering Heights, focusing on the villain-hero, violence, and supernatural occurrences 

and how these elements shape the narrative and affirm its Gothic nature. Heathcliff, the 

archetypal villain-hero, is driven by unfulfilled love for Catherine, which fuels his 

vengeful actions and serves as the narrative's driving force. His use of implicit and explicit 

violence underscores a key Gothic trait, while supernatural elements, such as Catherine's 

ghost, significantly impact the story's progression. Heathcliff's encounters with the ghost 

lead to his resignation from revenge, culminating in his death, which marks the end of the 

novel as the central narrative engine dissipates. The article emphasizes that the three 

analysed features—villain-hero, violence, and the supernatural—most visibly shape the 

novel’s core, highlighting the profound influence of Gothic traditions on its structure and 

themes. 
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Introduction 

               Emily Brontë’s Wuthering Heights is a significant work of Gothic literature, a 

genre that emerged in the late 18th century, characterized by dark settings, mysterious 

elements, and complex characters. Gothic novels often delve into themes of love, revenge, 

and psychological torment, set against haunting landscapes that evoke fear and awe. A 

hallmark of the genre is an underlying sense of insanity, often driven by ambition or 

vengeance, which pushes at least one character to the brink of madness. This is 

exemplified in Heathcliff's anguished cry, "Be with me always – take any form – drive 
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me mad! Only do not leave me in this abyss, where I cannot find you!" (Brontë 95). 

Wuthering Heights distinguishes itself in the Gothic tradition with its exploration of 

passion, revenge, and the supernatural, mainly through the character of Heathcliff and his 

relentless pursuit of vengeance. The novel's depiction of violence and ghostly presence 

intensifies its atmosphere, offering a study of human obsession within a Gothic 

framework. As Hume (1969) notes, the supernatural is a "valid enough device for 

removing the narrative from the realm of the every day" (284). This article examines the 

critical role of violence and the supernatural in shaping the plot and defining the moral 

complexities of Wuthering Heights. 

The Villain-Hero, Violence, and the Supernatural in Wuthering Heights 

                 Emily Brontë’s Wuthering Heights epitomizes Gothic literature through its 

dark themes, morally ambiguous characters, and supernatural elements. At the novel's 

core is Heathcliff, the quintessential villain-hero whose blend of cruelty and passion 

drives the narrative. His character personifies the Gothic tension between the human and 

the demonic, embodying love's destructive power and the fine line between obsession and 

vengeance. As Hume (1969) observes, the villain-hero "drives the story forward" (287), 

and Heathcliff's actions create the novel's turbulent, tragic trajectory. 

                   Heathcliff's origins are shrouded in mystery, a recurring motif in Gothic 

literature. When Mr. Earnshaw brings Heathcliff to Wuthering Heights, he is described 

as "starving and houseless" (Brontë 20), his background a blank slate that invites 

speculation. Solomon (1959) proposes that Heathcliff might be Mr. Earnshaw’s 

illegitimate son, a theory that could explain Earnshaw’s peculiar affection for him. 

Heathcliff’s arrival disrupts the household, mirroring the stormy weather that often 

accompanies moments of conflict in the novel. Mr. Earnshaw’s description of Heathcliff 

as “a gift of God” (Brontë 16) is ironic, as this supposed blessing introduces discord, 

violence, and tragedy. His alien nature is emphasized in his description as “dirty, ragged, 

black-haired” and speaking “some gibberish that nobody could understand” (Brontë 20). 

This depiction sets Heathcliff apart as an outsider, evoking the Gothic trope of the 

mysterious and potentially dangerous intruder. 

                      Mrs. Earnshaw and the children’s reactions further reinforce Heathcliff’s 

alienation. Mrs. Earnshaw’s alarm at his “gipsy brat” (Brontë 20) looks predicts disaster, 

while the children refuse to sleep near him, viewing him as a threat to their familial 

harmony. Heathcliff is often dehumanized, referred to as “it” or “thing” by the household, 

which underlines his perceived otherness and foreshadows the disruption he will cause. 

His name, taken from Mr. Earnshaw’s deceased son, adds a layer of unease; it signifies 
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both a pagan-like ritual and a failed attempt to assimilate him into the family. Charlotte 

Brontë’s assessment of Heathcliff as a character shaped by suffering provides crucial 

insight: he “exemplifies the effects which a life of continued injustice and hard usage may 

produce... tyranny and ignorance made him a mere demon” (Margaret Smith 259). Thus, 

Heathcliff's alienation, mistreatment, and mysterious origins are an extended metaphor 

for the violence and moral decay that permeates the novel's setting. 

                  The catalyst for Heathcliff’s transformation is his unfulfilled love for 

Catherine Earnshaw, whose decision to marry Edgar Linton deeply wounds him. Despite 

her impassioned declaration, “Nelly, I am Heathcliff!” (Brontë 46), Catherine rationalizes 

that marrying Heathcliff would “degrade” her (Brontë 47). This rejection strikes at the 

core of Heathcliff’s identity, igniting his departure and fuelling his obsessive quest for 

revenge. His love for Catherine, once a source of connection, becomes a force of 

destruction aimed at avenging the pain of her betrayal. This transformation highlights the 

destructive potential of unfulfilled passion and sets the stage for Heathcliff's emergence 

as a Gothic figure consumed by vengeance. 

                Upon his return, Heathcliff is no longer the “rough” youth he once was. 

Sutherland (1996) describes him as a “gentleman psychopath” who uses manipulation 

and cruelty to achieve his goals, brutalizing Isabella, his wife, and exploiting Hindley 

Earnshaw to gain control over Wuthering Heights (53). His calculated actions extend to 

the next generation, as he manipulates Hareton, Linton, and Cathy to perpetuate his 

revenge. Almeida (2011) likens Heathcliff’s three-year absence to intense brooding and 

meticulous plotting that culminates in his return as a figure of vengeance. With his 

transformation into a Gothic villain-hero complete, Heathcliff becomes a force of 

destruction, his actions shaping the fates of the Earnshaw and Linton families while 

deepening the novel's Gothic atmosphere. 

                 Benedict (2001) explains that Gothic "wonders" often represent “hidden, 

unorthodox, or illegal cultural and social practice—theft, gluttony, cruelty, sexual 

‘perversion’ from bestiality to lechery, murder, rhetorical manipulation, deception” (30). 

Heathcliff embodies many of these vices, functioning as an anomaly within the novel's 

social world. His foreign origins further enhance his character's mystery, as neighbors 

speculate whether he is “a little Lascar, or an American, or Spanish castaway” (Brontë 

29). This perception of Heathcliff as an outsider reinforces his role as a Gothic disruptor 

whose presence challenges societal norms and introduces chaos and destruction into the 

lives of the Earnshaws and Lintons. 

               The supernatural elements in Wuthering Heights underscore Heathcliff's 
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obsession with Catherine and heighten the novel's Gothic atmosphere. From the outset, 

the supernatural intertwine with the physical and emotional landscapes, reinforcing the 

story's dark and mysterious tone. Gillman (1994) observes that the novel transitions "from 

the physical, tangible level of nature to the realm of the supernatural," a realm that 

encapsulates "death, spirit and for Catherine, madness" (13). This shift is vividly seen in 

Lockwood's unsettling encounter with Catherine's ghost, which introduces a spectral 

presence that haunts Heathcliff and drives his actions. Catherine's ghost embodies 

unresolved love and pain, reflecting Heathcliff's longing for a reunion that transcends life 

and death. His nightly wanderings on the moors, tied to his obsession with Catherine, 

deepen the Gothic tone and symbolize his inability to escape the past. These supernatural 

elements merge with the wilderness of the moors, creating an eerie and desolate setting 

that enhances the novel's emotional intensity. 

               Almeida (2011) affirms that Brontë draws on Gothic conventions, borrowing 

“curiosities such as ghosts, vampires and madness…sentiments of naturalism, wildness, 

boldness, yearning, wonder, mystery, sensualism, supernaturalism, sadism and 

Satanism…a setting which is slowly collapsing; a castle in ruins or a house in decay, such 

as the estate of Wuthering Heights itself” (52). Wuthering Heights exemplifies Ellis's 

observation that "the Gothic consistently approached the supernatural as if it can be 

described or observed in the mode of formal realism. By novelizing the supernatural, the 

monstrous, and the unspeakable, the Gothic attempts to inscribe the passions of fear and 

terror" (21-22). In this context, Brontë adapts the Gothic supernatural to evoke horror and 

delve into profound themes such as eternal love, obsession, and psychological turmoil. 

Catherine's spectral presence gradually shifts Heathcliff's focus from revenge to a 

consuming desire for transcendence, allowing the supernatural to underscore his 

psychological and emotional torment. By rendering the supernatural both tangible and 

symbolic, Brontë captures the unresolved conflicts of her characters and amplifies the 

novel's haunting emotional depth. 

               Through Heathcliff, Brontë explores themes of love, vengeance, and moral 

ambiguity, blending the Gothic supernatural with complex human passions. His actions 

blur the boundaries between passion and cruelty, illustrating the destructive potential of 

love when transformed into obsession. Wuthering Heights portrays a world where passion 

and revenge intertwine, leaving a haunting legacy of tragedy and darkness. As both a 

product of his circumstances and a force that shapes the novel's bleak vision, Heathcliff 

embodies the Gothic "villain-hero" archetype. The supernatural, integral to this 

characterization, serves as more than a narrative device—it reflects the emotional and 
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psychological depths of the characters, particularly Heathcliff while emphasizing the 

timeless and transcendent nature of his connection to Catherine. By novelizing the 

supernatural and weaving it into the physical and emotional realities of the story, Brontë 

creates a Gothic masterpiece that continues to captivate readers with its blend of terror, 

passion, and psychological complexity. 

Heathcliff’s Revenge and the Destructive Power of Violence and Obsession 

              Upon Heathcliff’s return to the moors, his driving motivation becomes revenge 

against those he blames for obstructing his love for Catherine Earnshaw. His obsessive 

quest targets Edgar Linton, Catherine’s husband, and violence—central to Gothic 

literature—emerges as his primary tool. While Heathcliff’s actions underscore his descent 

into villainy, they remain rooted in his deep, unfulfilled love for Catherine, hinting at a 

trace of humanity within his cruelty. 

              Brontë employs a deliberate ambiguity around much of the violence, allowing 

readers to infer its full extent through subtle narrative cues and character remarks. 

Heathcliff’s treatment of Hindley exemplifies this. While Hindley’s death is officially 

attributed to excessive drinking, Brontë hints at foul play. Heathcliff’s dismissive remark, 

“it was useless making more stir about him!” (Brontë 106), coupled with Nelly’s cryptic 

question, “Had he had fair play?” (Brontë 105), and Joseph’s whispers, casts suspicion 

on Heathcliff’s involvement. Sutherland (1996) aptly notes Heathcliff’s “shifty” account 

of Hindley’s death (55), intensifying the Gothic ambiguity surrounding his role in 

Hindley’s demise. 

              Heathcliff’s violence leaves profound scars on those around him, particularly 

Isabella, whose transformation reflects the psychological toll of her experiences. Initially 

naive, Isabella later writes to Nelly, confessing, “I have been a fool!” (Brontë 83), 

acknowledging her folly in eloping with Heathcliff. Her letter recounts her suffering at 

Wuthering Heights, from Joseph's indifference to Hareton's hostility, and most of all, 

Heathcliff's psychological and possibly physical abuse. She questions whether Heathcliff 

is human or something more sinister, asking, "Is Mr. Heathcliff a man? If so, is he mad? 

And if not, is he a devil?" (Brontë 78). Pike (2009) observes that “(b) before reading her 

letter, we are loath to have any real sympathy for her: up to this point, her character, as 

the fretful darling, evinces our derision more than our sympathy” (359). However, 

Isabella’s candid revelations about Heathcliff’s cruelty and her subsequent transformation 

from a victim to a survivor elicit empathy, as she sacrifices her social standing to escape 

his grasp. 

           Heathcliff’s earlier statement to Catherine, “You’d hear of odd things if I lived 
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alone with that mawkish, waxen face... turning the blue eyes black, every day or two” 

(Brontë 61), underscores his violent tendencies, validating Isabella’s fears. While Isabella 

refrains from detailing specific abuses, she compares Heathcliff to a tiger or venomous 

serpent, stating that even they “could not rouse terror in [her] equal to that which he 

awakens” (Brontë 83). Her ultimate escape, following a violent altercation during which 

Heathcliff attacks her with a knife, marks her transformation from a helpless victim to a 

self-determined survivor. Nelly’s description of Isabella’s “scratched and bruised” face 

(Brontë 97) further illustrates the severity of her abuse and the toll of her ordeal. 

Brontë also implies Heathcliff’s cruelty toward his son, Linton, through psychological 

neglect and abuse. Nelly observes that “no doctor visited the Heights” (Brontë 147), 

pointing to Heathcliff's indifference to Linton's failing health. Heathcliff's chilling 

statement, "Had I been born where laws are less strict and taste less dainty, I should treat 

myself to a slow vivisection of those two, as an evening's amusement" (Brontë 155), 

highlights his capacity for malice, even against his blood. Linton's premature death 

becomes another testament to Heathcliff's destructive obsession with revenge. 

              Violence is the driving force of Wuthering Heights, transforming and destroying 

lives. Brontë's strategic use of implication rather than explicit detail amplifies the Gothic 

tone, casting Heathcliff's malevolence as omnipresent. Heathcliff's fixation on Catherine 

ironically undermines his revenge, as his unrelenting love for her ultimately overshadows 

his carefully constructed plans. In the end, his obsession consumes him, leaving his 

revenge incomplete and his fate sealed by the very love that fuelled his cruelty. Brontë 

portrays Heathcliff’s journey as a tragic exploration of the destructive power of violence 

and obsession, cementing his place as one of Gothic literature’s most compelling figures.  

The Supernatural Influence: Catherine’s Ghost 

              The supernatural elements in Wuthering Heights are integral to its Gothic 

atmosphere, with Catherine's ghost as a powerful symbol of enduring love and memory. 

Her spectral presence profoundly impacts Heathcliff, influencing his actions and psyche 

even after her death. From her first appearance in Mr. Lockwood's unsettling nightmare 

to her omnipresent hold on Heathcliff's mind, Catherine's ghost blurs the boundaries 

between the natural and the supernatural, embodying both terror and comfort. 

              Catherine’s ghost first manifests in Lockwood’s nightmare, where “the ghost of 

Catherine in the guise of a child requesting admission to his room” (Smith 2007: 71) 

frightens him. Lockwood’s skepticism is evident as he dismisses the experience as 

“raving” and “folly” (Krebs 1998: 44). However, the ghost’s declaration of her identity 

as Catherine Linton, rather than Earnshaw, undermines Lockwood’s dismissal, as Krebs 
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(1998) notes, “the dream contains information to which the dreamer could have had no 

access” (46). When Lockwood recounts the incident to Heathcliff, his reaction reveals the 

depth of his connection to Catherine. Overcome with emotion, Heathcliff pleads at the 

window, "Come in! ... Cathy, do come. Oh do – once more!" (Brontë 16). This poignant 

moment highlights Catherine’s enduring influence over Heathcliff, even in death. 

Smith (1992) argues that the duality of the ghost’s appearance—terrifying to Lockwood 

yet a source of desperation and longing for Heathcliff— “rules out the possibility that it 

is simply a nightmare” (501). For Heathcliff, the ghost is not a figment of imagination but 

an undeniable reality, foreshadowing her continual presence in his life. This haunting 

encounter also prompts Lockwood to ask Nelly about the history of Wuthering Heights 

and Thrushcross Grange, intertwining Catherine’s ghostly influence with the novel’s 

unfolding narrative. 

             Catherine's spectral presence marks a turning point in Heathcliff's life, gradually 

shifting his focus from revenge to an all-consuming desire for reunion. As Heathcliff 

grows increasingly obsessed, he begins to experience vivid visions of Catherine, which 

he interprets as genuine encounters. Smith (1992) describes this as Heathcliff's "intense 

awareness of the dead Catherine," characterizing her as a "revenant" whose influence 

reshapes his motives (512). Heathcliff tells Nelly, "I am too idle to destroy for nothing” 

(Brontë 186), signaling his waning interest in revenge. Stevenson (1988) notes that this 

shift occurs "just as everything is finally ready for him to take his complete revenge" (70), 

underscoring Catherine’s ghostly power to alter his path. 

            The ambiguity of Catherine's presence intensifies after Heathcliff attempts to enter 

her grave. He confesses to Nelly, "In every cloud, in every tree – filling the air at night, 

and in every object by day – I am surrounded with her image! The most ordinary faces of 

men and women – my features – mock me with a resemblance" (Brontë 187). Geerken 

(2004) interprets this as Heathcliff experiencing “the dead Catherine as dismembered and 

dispersed throughout his world,” haunting him through infinite signs of her presence 

(375). Whether these encounters are supernatural or manifestations of Heathcliff’s 

obsession, they reflect the Gothic theme of love persisting beyond death. 

           Heathcliff’s final days are dominated by his longing for Catherine, which 

overtakes all other pursuits. Nelly observes his strange behavior, hearing him mutter 

Catherine’s name “as one would speak to a person present; low and earnest, and wrung 

from the depth of his soul” (Brontë 191). His last words before his death— “By God! She 

is relentless. Oh, damn it! It is unutterably too much for flesh and blood to bear – even 

mine" (Brontë 192)—further emphasize Catherine’s overwhelming influence. 
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Heathcliff’s death, occurring in Catherine’s old room and within the oak-closet bed, ties 

his fate irrevocably to hers. 

               The supernatural’s role in the novel extends beyond Heathcliff’s death. 

Villagers claim to have seen Heathcliff and Catherine’s spirits walking together, 

recounting encounters “near the church, and on the moor, and even within this house” 

(Brontë 194). Joseph claims to have seen “two on ’em looking out of his chamber window 

on every rainy night since [Heathcliff’s] death” (Brontë 194). While Nelly dismisses these 

as “idle tales” (Brontë 194), their persistence contributes to the Gothic atmosphere and 

underscores the idea that “death does not necessarily signal closure” (Geerken 2004: 400). 

               Ultimately, Catherine's ghost symbolizes a love that defies mortality, leaving an 

ambiguous but powerful legacy. Heathcliff's death implies a spiritual reunion with 

Catherine, yet Brontë's deliberate ambiguity allows readers to interpret their fate in 

multiple ways. As Marsh (1999) points out, "the underlying force which compels their 

characters is a desire to be together" (72), a desire so potent that it transcends life and 

death. Catherine's ghost, both literal and metaphorical, becomes a cornerstone of 

Wuthering Heights, embodying the novel’s themes of love, obsession, and the 

supernatural. 

Violence as a Gothic Tool and Moral Ambiguity 

              Violence in Wuthering Heights functions not merely as a character trait but as a 

narrative force central to the novel's Gothic framework and moral exploration. 

Heathcliff’s violent actions, driven by his love for Catherine Earnshaw and his sense of 

alienation, blur the boundaries between heroism and villainy. As Elaine Showalter 

observes, “If Rochester (of Jane Eyre) shocked critics, Heathcliff simply outraged them” 

(141). His violence is both a symptom of his internal torment and a means of asserting 

his rebellion against societal norms that deny him love and acceptance. 

              Heathcliff’s introduction to the Earnshaw household immediately establishes the 

tensions that define his character. As a child of the lower class, his arrival disrupts the 

materialistic, shallow world of Catherine and Edgar Linton, representatives of the 

privileged middle class. This clash between social worlds reveals Heathcliff’s resentment 

and rebelliousness, rooted in the abuse and oppression he suffers. Yet, as Dorothy Van 

Ghent notes, Heathcliff’s rebellion is more personal than social: “The passion of 

Heathcliff and Catherine is too simple and undeviating in its intensity, too complex, for 

us to find in it any echo of practical social reality” (11). Heathcliff’s violence, then, is not 

merely a response to external forces but also a reflection of his inner turmoil, a struggle 

with the darkness both within and outside himself. 
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As a child, Heathcliff endures Hindley’s abuse with stoic patience, but this mistreatment 

plants the seeds of his future vengeance. Nelly recounts his capacity for silent endurance: 

“He seemed a sullen, patient child; hardened, perhaps, to ill-treatment: he would stand 

Hindley’s blows without winking or shedding a tear… and open his eyes, as if he had hurt 

himself by accident and nobody was to blame” (Brontë 21). This early resilience masks 

intense inner anger, which festers over time and fuels his violent tendencies. His 

declaration as a boy to "pay Hindley back" reveals the depth of his hatred: "No, God won't 

have the satisfaction that I shall...I only wish I knew the best way! Let me alone, and I'll 

plan it out: while I'm thinking of that, I don't feel pain" (Brontë 33). Here, Heathcliff’s 

revenge is framed not as a momentary impulse but as a calculated, long-term goal. 

               Heathcliff’s violence extends beyond physical aggression, manifesting as 

calculated psychological cruelty. His manipulation of Isabella into marriage stems not 

from affection but from a desire to inflict pain on Edgar Linton, her brother. He extends 

his cruelty to Hareton, Hindley’s son, tormenting him as retribution for his own 

mistreatment during childhood. Heathcliff’s lack of sympathy for the suffering he causes 

is evident in his chilling account of bringing Isabella to Wuthering Heights: “The first 

thing she saw me do, on coming out of the Grange, was to hang up her little dog; and 

when she pleaded for it, the first words I uttered were a wish that I had the hanging of 

every being belonging to her” (Brontë 86). Such acts of cruelty are a recurring pattern 

throughout the novel, as Arnold Kettle observes: “Heathcliff becomes a monster: what he 

does to Isabella, to Hareton, to Cathy, to his son, even to wretched Hindley, is cruel and 

inhuman beyond normal thought. He seems to achieve new refinements of horror, new 

depths of degradation” (37). Though Isabella eventually escapes, the scars of Heathcliff’s 

abuse underscore the devastating and far-reaching impact of his violent actions on those 

around him, cementing his role as a figure of Gothic terror. 

            Despite his violent actions, Heathcliff’s character resists simplistic categorization. 

His undying love for Catherine Earnshaw complicates his role as a villain. Brontë uses 

this tension to embody the Gothic “villain-hero” archetype, a figure driven by passion 

and emotional wounds rather than pure malice. Heathcliff’s violence against himself, 

born of his inability to reconcile his love for Catherine with her betrayal, ultimately proves 

more destructive than his actions against others. His internal torment is reflected in his 

own words: “I have to remind myself to breathe—almost to remind my heart to beat!” 

(Brontë 187). His self-inflicted suffering suggests that his violence stems as much from 

self-loathing as it does from hatred of others. 

           Heathcliff’s moral ambiguity is further highlighted by his capacity for affection. 
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While his love for Catherine is all-consuming, it also renders him vulnerable, revealing a 

fragment of humanity beneath his cruelty. His treatment of Nelly, whom he tolerates 

despite her disapproval of his actions, and his paternal affection for Hareton, despite using 

him as a pawn in his revenge against Hindley, suggest that Heathcliff’s character is more 

complex than a traditional Gothic villain. 

              Ultimately, Brontë uses violence as a Gothic tool to explore the destructive 

power of love and hatred. Heathcliff’s actions are not excused but are framed as the 

inevitable result of his experiences as an outsider in a world that denies him both dignity 

and love. His moral ambiguity forces readers to grapple with the complexities of his 

character, recognizing that his violence is as much a product of his inner turmoil as it is a 

tool for revenge. In Wuthering Heights, violence serves not only to drive the plot but also 

to deepen the psychological complexity of its characters, particularly Heathcliff, whose 

struggle with love, loss, and vengeance defines the novel’s dark, haunting legacy. 

The Supernatural as Closure: Ending the Cycle of Revenge 

              The supernatural in Wuthering Heights functions as a narrative device that 

resolves Heathcliff’s cycle of revenge, providing closure to the turbulent events of the 

novel. As Knoepflmacher notes, the ultimate alternative for Heathcliff and Catherine is 

"an eternity's existence as wandering specters" (119), where Heathcliff's spirit reunites 

with Catherine's after vacating his earthly remains. This spectral union offers the only 

satisfaction Heathcliff seeks a reunion with Catherine that transcends mortal boundaries. 

Brontë's use of the supernatural signifies not only the end of Heathcliff's vengeance but 

also the triumph of love over earthly conflicts and revenge, transforming their destructive 

relationship into one of enduring transcendence. 

                Catherine's ghostly presence plays a pivotal role in redirecting Heathcliff's 

focus from revenge to an all-consuming desire to join her. Her spectral appearances 

throughout the novel symbolize his obsession and unresolved longing. As Tayler 

observes, "The union in the grave, though desirable, is not sufficient; the two will need to 

be joined together in a life of immortality for their union to be sufficient" (87). This eternal 

bond becomes Heathcliff's sole objective, superseding his need for retribution and 

marking a shift in his priorities as he nears death. The novel's final scenes reinforce this 

sense of closure, with townspeople reporting sightings of Heathcliff and Catherine 

wandering the moors together. Lockwood's encounter with a distressed boy who 

exclaims, “‘There’s Heathcliff and a woman yonder, under t’  nab,’ he blubbered, ‘un’ I 

donut pass ‘em’” (Brontë 194), coupled with his observation that even sheep avoid the 

area, implies a genuine supernatural presence rather than mere imagination. These 
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spectral encounters resolve Heathcliff’s narrative arc, concluding the chaos and violence 

of his earthly life while embodying themes of eternal love and redemption. 

Brontë uses these supernatural elements not as anomalies but as integral aspects of her 

world. Cavaliero (1995) notes that Brontë “treats them not as something intrusive or 

abnormal, but as an integral aspect of a realistically presented social world” (2). 

Lockwood’s reflections on the graves of Heathcliff, Catherine, and Edgar underscore the 

contrast between the stillness of their resting place and the tumult of their lives. While the 

graves symbolize closure for their mortal conflicts, the spectral presence of Heathcliff 

and Catherine hints at the continuation of their story in the afterlife. This ambiguity—

neither fully confirmed nor dismissed—imbues the conclusion with a Gothic resonance, 

leaving readers with a haunting vision of reconciliation. In Wuthering Heights, the 

supernatural serves as a means of closure, offering resolution to the cycle of vengeance 

and affirming the transcendent power of love. By granting Heathcliff and Catherine a 

union beyond death, Brontë elevates the narrative from one of destruction and loss to one 

of eternal unity, dissolving the boundaries between life and death in a poignant 

exploration of love’s enduring force. 

Conclusion 

              In Wuthering Heights, violence and the supernatural are pivotal in shaping its 

Gothic identity and narrative depth. Heathcliff’s relentless path of revenge, underscored 

by acts of cruelty and moral ambiguity, intertwines with Catherine’s ghostly presence to 

create a dark and haunting atmosphere. Brontë employs violence not only to explore 

Heathcliff’s complex psyche but also to examine how suffering transforms those around 

him, highlighting the destructive and redemptive powers of intense emotion. 

           The supernatural, particularly through Catherine’s ghost, serves as a catalyst for 

resolution. It brings the story full circle, offering Heathcliff solace in a love that 

transcends the boundaries of life and death. Her spectral presence enables him to 

relinquish his earthly grievances and embrace a union that exists beyond mortal 

constraints. This interplay between violence and the supernatural enriches the novel’s 

exploration of eternal love and the consequences of unbridled passion. 

            By weaving these Gothic elements into the fabric of the narrative, Brontë crafts a 

tale of profound emotional intensity and moral complexity. Wuthering Heights emerges 

as a timeless Gothic masterpiece, where the interplay of violence and the supernatural 

exposes the tragic and enduring nature of unfulfilled love. The novel's haunting 

conclusion invites readers to reflect on the powerful and often destructive forces that drive 

human relationships and desires. 
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