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Abstract 

                The position of women is circumscribed in India because of their dependence on 

culture and tradition.  India is traditionally and culturally different from those countries, 

where women are completely emancipated but in India, its culture and tradition impose a 

restriction on women's roles and activities. Arundhati Roy, Anitha Desai, Sashi Despande, 

Vijay Tendulkar and many contemporary writers were projecting their feministic 

perspective in the portrayal of the women characters in their novels. They have highlighted 

in the novels the cruelty, inhumanity, and indifference of the male members of the society 

towards women who are treated with discrimination and partiality.  They made a sensitive 

portrayal of women's quest for identity in a patriarchal world.  Contemporary Indian 

writers were explicated the concept of gender discrimination in society and various 

struggles faced by women in society.  
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In The God of Small Things, Arundhati Roy explained the oppressed women and their 

rebellious sentiments and outrageous reaction against the social injustice and oppression 

on them by the male members of the society.  She dealt the theme of alienation in her 

novel, a woman who suppressed by the society only for the reason she decided her life 

according to her wish, she had escaped which she felt like a prison, she does not verify 

whether the man who chosen by her was a correct person for her love? There only she 

commits the mistake, while she realized her mistake she lost her life entirely.    

  Ammu is to be compared and contrasted with the other heroines of Roy's 

contemporary novelists from the viewpoint of her incapability to have higher education.  

She could not sustain her struggle for higher studies as Ratnabai the heroine of Shevanti 

Bai Nikambe could achieve.  Ratnabai met with strong opposition with her father intended 

to educate her but she succeeded in having education in the face of social objection and 

impediments.  Like Ammu, Uma the heroine in Anita Desai’s novel Fasting Feasting was 

also debarred from continuing her studies due to parental objection.  Uma could not persist 

in her attempt to have further education.  She is deprived of higher education like Ammu.  

Like as Ammu’s brother Chacko was sent to higher studies likewise Arun the baby brother 

http://www.rjoe.org.in/
mailto:suhashinieng@gmail.com


                                                                     Oray’s Publications  

   Impact Factor: 4.845(SJIF) Research Journal Of English (RJOE) Vol-4, Spl Issue-2, 2019 
   www.rjoe.org.in            An International Peer-Reviewed English Journal             ISSN: 2456-2696 

Indexed in: International Citation Indexing (ICI), International Scientific Indexing 

(ISI), Directory of Research Journal Indexing (DRJI) Google Scholar & Cosmos. 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Research Journal Of English (RJOE)              Copyright      Oray’s Publication Page 102 
 

of Uma was sent to America to prosecute higher studies but on the contrary, his sister is 

prevented from even studying up to matriculation.    

  Another woman character of the same novel Fasting Feasting is Anamika who is 

victimized to gender discrimination in the matter of higher education.  She performed too 

brilliantly in her final examination that she was awarded a scholarship for her higher 

studies at Oxford.  But like Ammu, Anamika was also forbidden by her parents to go to 

study there.  Sarita protagonist of Sashi deshpande’s novel The Dark Holds No Terror 

struggles and succeeds in being educated much against her mother's will.  She prosecuted 

the study of medical science and became a successful doctor.  Similarly Virmati the 

protagonist of Manju Kapoor’s Difficult Daughter's struggled with the decision of her 

mother who was never considered of her higher studies as an important one.  But she has 

studied her higher studies.  Ammu the protagonist of the novel is failed to struggle for her 

studies.  She victimized to the social injustice of gender discrimination like Uma and 

Anamika.   

  Parents of Ammu didn’t consider Ammu as their child.  They never 

accepted her after she came back to them, they were not ready to give her their property, 

they thought Chacko the only person who can have and administrate the property.  At that 

time Ammu stood alone without any financial support, Pappachi, and Mammachi well 

known about her situation, but they gave their importance to Chacko only.  Because the 

well-known reason was he is the male member of the family.  Only for that gender he 

enjoyed all profits, he also married women from London, he loved her.  His marriage 

accepted by the family members.  He also divorced her like Ammu. If it is a mistake 

Ammu also committed the same mistake, but the mistake of Ammu even not considered 

again but the mistake of Chacko accepted by everyone, not only by the family but also by 

the society.  Chacko the brother of Ammu overbearingly exercised and asserted his full 

right as the inheritor of the property of his parents, but his sister Ammu cannot claim any 

property of her parents.  Chacko arrogantly reiterated before his sister now and then   

"what is yours is mine and what is mine also mine".  This was also the gender 

discrimination that happened to Ammu.  

The women like Ammu, Mammachi and Margaret Kochamma is victimized 

to the torture of male members, who assert their superiority over female in the male-

dominated society, that treated the women as inferior and subordinate to men.  Roy 

portrayed the character of Pappachi as “he donated money to orphanage and leprosy 

clinics.  They were beaten humiliated and then made to suffer the envy of friends and 

relations (p.no-180).”  We can see those mentalities in the male characters of the novel 

Pappachi, Chacko, Ammu’s husband.   Ammu was frequently beaten by her father 

Pappachi.    She had to be tolerated of his outrageous treatment until he persuaded her to 

appease the sexual hunger of his boss's desire without her wish. He has beaten her 

violently in an annoying mind.  This time his violence against his wife goes beyond her 

patience.  Consequently, she repulsed his violence by force and runs away to Ayemenem 
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house with her children Estha and Rahel for shelter.  Ammu led her life as a divorced wife 

in the house of her parents.  But to her misfortune, she is tortured physically and 

emotionally by her parents and brother Chacko without sorrow.   

  Ammu afflicted by the cold indifference of Pappachi and Mammachi.  

Chacko treated her and her children as unwanted botheration and a burden on his parents. 

Ammu is persecuted for being a divorced woman estranged from her husband.  It is an 

indifferent thing a divorced daughter is oppressed by her parents and her brother. Chacko 

was treated cordially and at the same time, the parents treated their daughter as 

helplessness and homelessness.  Baby Kochamma’s jealous comment directed towards 

Ammu is worth quoting "A married daughter has no position in her parents' home.  As for 

a divorced daughter, she has no position anywhere at all".    

    Uma the heroine of Anita Desai’s Fasting Feasting is considered as a 

liability on her parents as Ammu is treated as an encumbrance by her brother Chacko.  

Uma’s condition in the family is no better than that of a domestic servant.  Her marriage 

turned out to be a failure like those of Ammu and Rahel.  She is tortured by her dowry 

hungry family.  She is allowed neither to continue her studies nor to do any job.  She is 

occupied in the domestic life of the family.   

  In Shashi Deshpande’s novel, The Dark Holds No Terror, Sarita the heroine 

is always ignored and neglected in favor of her brother Arun.  Like Ammu, she is also 

deprived of parental love.  Even her birthday is also not celebrated with due pomp and 

ceremony but on the contrary, her brother's birthday is observed gorgeously and 

pompously.  When her brother is drowned, Sarita is blamed for his death.  Her mother 

always scolds her accusing her of her guilt in killing her son although she didn’t commit 

the mistake.  Sarita resented this inequality and partial treatment between her and her 

brother.  The mother loves Arun more because he is male, the mother forgets to love Sarita 

or neglect to love Sarita because she is female.  So Sarita thought about her parents and 

their partiality towards her and her brother it leads her to leave home, but instead of Ammu 

and Rahel’s marriage met failure but Sarita’s marriage was succeeded and her husband 

gave fully of love to her.  Their life turns out to become the happiest one.  But in the case 

of Ammu, her mother forgot to love her only because she is a female.  Her husband also 

committed the same mistake.  This also reason for her death at the viable-diable age of 

thirty-one. Roy exemplified in her novel The God of Small Things, about subjugation 

towards Ammu.  That is Chacko’s had the right to flirt with the women workers of his 

factory.  When he flirted amorously with them, he is encouraged by Pappachi and Baby 

Kochamma under the name of “Man’s needs.”  

             Ammu’s illicit relation with Velutha is condemned as sinful and dreadful.  

In consequence of her love for Velutha, she is unjustly locked in a room and chastised 

severely.  When Chacko fell in love with Margaret Kochamma his parents exult over this 

affair, whereas they resent Ammu’s love affair with Velutha. This kind of discriminating 

treatment met out to Ammu is illustrative of social injustice and oppression on the women 
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characters of the novel.  "The novelist wants to expose the hypocrisy and male chauvinism 

in a particularly conservative family".  Kiran Desai’s The Inheritance of Loss deciphered 

the story of a grandmother, mother, and granddaughter.  The stories revealed the journey 

of women from subjugation to liberation. 

  Ammu is victimized to the oppression of the Indian police in the custody.  

Ammu’s sincere love for Velutha is derided as perverted love.  She is considered a 

prostitute by police.  This humiliation of a lady by police is condemned by the novelist as 

oppression on women.  She drew the picture of how Ammu is tortured and outraged by 

police who are inflexible to any noble sense of fair judgment.  In her portrayal of the 

vandalism and atrocity of police, she has sought to expose the lapses existing in the police 

department.  The harassment and harsh treatment of Velutha and Ammu is another 

example of the oppression of women, and women's feelings were not only neglected by 

her family and also by society.  They also treated women as a slave they thought the 

women do not have the rights to explore their feelings.  They could not expect their rights 

and respects.  Women also equal to men they also have their individuality, and they are 

also human beings.  Women also have their feelings, love, and emotions.  They were not 

toys that work on the key given by men.  Women must have their liberty, their own choice 

in their life and the most important thing is they must get their education.  From the 

ancient period itself, women were oppressed and they were not allowed to study.  

Rabindranath Tagore also dealt the feminism in his way, in his works The Home and The 

World. In Vijay Tendulkar's plays Kamala, Gaushiram Kotwal also spoke about 

oppression to women.  In Kamala, he spoke about the flesh trade and in The Gaushiram 

Kotwal, he has shown the picture of a jealous father who desired about his posting as 

Kotwal for that post he gave her 16-year-old daughter Gowri was married the Nana Sakib 

who is aged at sixty-five years.  She was raped by the old man and she killed.  These 

stories were expressed about the real situation of women in Indian society.  
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