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Abstract: 

This paper analyzes how literary time is different from normal time. In literature, time and 

space are identical because both happen in the text and the reader's imagination. Russian 

scholar Mikhail Bakhtin has been a significant figure in literary theory. The innovative 

concept of ‘Chronotope' was adapted by him from 1920s science to define the method in 

which literature represents time and space. In different kinds of writing, there are differing 

chronotopes, by which changing historical conceptions of time and space are realized. 
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Introduction 

The most prominent illustration of the fact could be found in the category of time-space, 

introduced by the physicist Albert Einstein in the first decade of the twentieth century which 

was taken up by Mikhail Mikhailovich Bakhtin for his concept of chronotope. In the 

introduction to his article titled ‘Forms of Time and the Chronotope of the Novel' written in 

the 1930s. 

The concepts of time and space conceived by Einstein and Bakhtin prove their endeavors to 

answer the epistemological queries considered vital in the twentieth century.  

 

Theory of Chronotope 

The very formulation of Einstein's theory of relativity as Bakhtin understands it, demonstrates 

that there are a variety of senses of time and space available. In light of Einstein's theory, 

Newtonian time-space is revealed not as absolute but as one of many possible time-spaces; 

so, indeed, is Einsteinium time-space. Other time-spaces may govern particular spheres, such 

as the interaction of subatomic particles. The discovery of a second time-space must change 

our whole orientation; we can no longer look at time-space "naively", but must entertain the 

possibility, or consider the necessity, of choosing among avoidable ones or discovering new 

ones. This line of thought in effect recapitulates Lobachevsky's reasons for formulating a non-

Euclidian geometry. For Bakhtin, what is a time of geometries of space is also the time of 
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Chronotopes. To adapt Bakhtin's phrase, the Einsteinian model invites us to develop a 

"Galilean Chronotope consciousness" (368). In Discourse in the Novel, Bakhtin describes the 

textual representation of the Renaissances in terms of its scientific shift from a medieval 

Ptolemaic view of the world, in which the sun revolves around the earth, to a modern 

Galilean view, in which the earth revolves around the sun (415). 

 

Bakhtin’s use of metaphor from Einstein’s theoretical physics conveys the intellectual shift in 

perceptions of history and geography which relatively ushered in. Both Galileo and Einstein 

‘shifted the boundaries of the old geographical world,’ and while the former is the presiding 

scientist for Bakhtin’s discussion of dialogism, the latter is for chronotope. 

 

It was Einstein and Bakhtin who fulfilled the ambiguity relating to the concepts of time-

space. The Einsteinian concept equates space and time as ‘real things', directly observable by 

sense experience. The Bakhtinian concept defines time and space as inseparable. According 

to Bakhtin, it is time that is given priority and is regarded as a synonym with history. For 

Bakhtin, this concept of chronotope which is time-space is a matter of defending ‘positive 

conceptions of Knowledge.’ Based on the notion of history greater emphasis is given to the 

body as a material reality. 

 

Chronotope and Literary Text 

Chronotope is narrative time concept underlining that time cannot be understood without a 

spatial dimension: time and space are intertwined. In Greek ‘Chronos' means time and ‘topos' 

means place. Bakhtin wanted to find a chronotope in different literary genres, which gave 

characters most freedom and creativity. 

 

Bakhtin’s crucial point is that time and space vary in qualities; different social 

activities and representations of those activities presume different kinds of 

time and space. Time and space are therefore not just ‘mathematical 

abstractions’ (Morson and Emerson, 367). 

 

With the concept of the chronotope, Bakhtin intends to reveal literary aesthetics. He advances 

the notion of imagination equating it to be the cornerstone of the aesthetic experience. He 

assumes that a chronotope becomes a chronotope only when it brings to mind an image that 

can be observed by the mind's eye. In Bakhtin's view, a chronotope is the elementary unit of 

the literary imagination. 

 

Bakhtin associates chronotope with a temporal experience wherein he intends a time of 

becoming continuous anticipation of future events present in the memory. He establishes that 

real-time experienced as an "emerging whole an event":  
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The ability to see time, to read time, in the spatial whole of the world and, on 

the other hand, to perceive the filling of space not as an immobile background, 

a given that is completed once and for all, but as an emerging whole, an event-

this is the ability to read in everything signs that show time in its course, 

beginning with nature and ending with human customs and ideas. (25) 

 

Bakhtin calls the lived time as- real-time, historical time or horizontal time. In the historical 

time, the experience of the individual flows on with every new piece of information brought 

up by history. Time and again, the past is integrated in the current moment of consciousness. 

Just as Goethe allows the historical past to affect the present and together they generate the 

future. Bakhtinchronotope too, "produces in conjunction with the present a particular 

direction for the future, and, to a certain degree, predetermines the future. Thus achieves the 

fullness of time" (34). The chronotopic elements in Goethe's writing, what Bakhtin describes 

as ‘a feeling for time,' are intimately connected to his ability to see space. Bakhtin notes that 

in Goethe's world there are no events, plots or temporal motifs that are not related in an 

essential way to the particular spatial place of their occurrence that could occur anywhere or 

nowhere.   

 

Just as Bergson, Bakhtin believes that abstract concepts of time create the illusion that the 

past always determines the present. According to Bakhtin, the present time redefines the past 

as a whole of experiential data which can be interrupted. He affirms that the existing moment 

is a virtual rearrangement of the past. Abstract and concrete times are interrelated as necessity 

and freedom.  

 

The abstracting mind recollects the present from the knowledge of the past between the 

possibilities of the present and the existing condition on the other hand. In spite of the 

sameness in the thought there lies a difference between the two philosophers-Bergson and 

Bakhtin about the experience, Bakhtin does not focus solely on experiential consciousness. 

He concentrates on experiential situations in which these state of consciousness occur. The 

aesthetic experiences which concern Bakhtin refer to temporal experiences. As Rudova 

claims: "Bakhtin divides duration into chronotopes, or time-spaces, which are concrete and 

historical" (183). The aesthetic experiences expressed by artistic chronotopes combine the 

cultural context with the dynamics of human consciousness" (40). 

 

Types of Chronotope 

Bakhtinsettles with the assumption that it is the chronotope that defines the genre and generic 

distinctions. For example, in The Spanish Tragedy (1587), Kyd depicts three chronotopic 

zones to create a new chronotope- the humanist chronotope which creates a unique dramatic 

genre called as humanistic drama. According to Bakhtin, two seminal chronotopes form the 

basis of later chronotopes. The first is of the adventure chronotope found in romance 
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narratives such as Longus’sDaphnis and Chloe. Longus, a Greek writer flourished in the 2nd 

Century. His Daphnis and Chloe is a prose romance in Greek that narrates the adventures of a 

young couple. It is one of the most popular of the Greek erotic romances in Western culture 

after the Renaissance. Longus' penetrating psychological analysis contrasts strongly with the 

inept characterization of other Greek romances. Time in this chronotope is random and non-

casual chain of events occurs suddenly and at just that moment that ends at the same point in 

the biographical time. Time is infinite, reversible and extratemporal. Time is given by chance 

and therefore Bakhtin writes "The initiative in this time does not belong to human beings" 

(95). A concrete time according to Bakhtin limits the power of chance.  

 

The second seminal chronotope: the adventure-everyday chronotope can be equated to a 

concrete everyday chronotope. Time in this chronotope is distinguished from adventure time 

as like the biographical time it. The basic motif of the adventure-everyday chronotope is 

metamorphosis. It projects how an individual becomes other than what he was. In the crisis-

type of portrayal, one can see only one or two moments that decide a man’s life and 

determine its entire disposition” (115). 

 

In the adventure-everyday chronotope, space is like both concrete and abstract. Space loses 

the abstract and alien quality of the romance as the hero travels from one specific place to 

another during his pilgrimages; however, the space of the road itself retains the abstract 

qualities of the adventure chronotope. 

 

Conclusion  

Bakhtin used the concept of the chronotope in literary studies because it is both a cognitive 

concept and a narrative layer of language. It is a central element in his theory of meaning in 

language and literature.  
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